
        

 

 

LANGUAGE PORTRAIT 
 

Categories Choices 
Title Taalportretten: mijn talen en de talen in mijn omgeving 

Taalportretten: myn talen en de talen in myn omjouwing 
Language portraits: my languages and the languages 
around me 

Objective • Awareness of the languages in the classroom and of the 
language of importance in the area 

• Stimulation of reflection about the concept of ‘language’ 
as more than a national or foreign language (for 
example regional languages, language of love and so on) 

Classes Classes of 4th and 5th grade 
Course Language in general 

Projects 
Lenght of time 50 minutes 
Link to 
curriculum 

Linguistics 
Knowledge of multilingualism in genera 

Languages Every single language present in education (knowledge of 
languages is not  needed) 

Link to FREPA Awareness of your own language and languages in the area 
Skills Listening, spreaking and writing 

Theoretical 
support 

Language awareness 

Description of the 
activity 

STEP 1: Preparation/activation (10 minuten) 
 

• In pairs, pupils will brainstorm about the next 
questions for five minutes: 
 

What languages do i speak? 
What languages do I understand? 
What languages  are spoken in my family? 
What languages do I know o trips? 
What languages would I like to learn and why? 
What languages do I like, do i find weird, 

funny...? 
 

• The teacher might ask some pairs to let them shair 
their information with the class. 



 
STAP 2: Introduction language portrait (5 
minutes) 

 
• The teachers shows its own language portrait and 

explains its choises (or one of the added axamples) 
with reagard to the colours used (important is to 
present the example of the concept of language in a 
broad way, for instance with the language of music). 

• The teacher let pupils ask questions about the task. 
• Hand out the silhouets and the material to draw the 

portraits. 
 
STEP 3: Draw the language portraits (20 minuten) 
 

• Pupils draw their portrait, including the inscription 
and explanation. 

 
STEP 4: Presentation (15 minutes) 
 

• With permission of the teacher, the pupils will 
choose what portraits will be presented (between 3-
5).  

• Pupils can ask questions. 
• Language portraits will be shown in the classroom. 
• An additional possibility is contact other schools 

fvia Myschoolsnetwork to share the portraits 
Materials • Academic article: Language, Identity, and Emotionality: 

Exploring the Potential of Language Portraits in 
Preparing Teachers for Diverse Learners 

• Academic article: Portraits of Plurilingualism in a 
French International School in Toronto: Exploring the 
Role of Visual Methods to Access Students’ 
Representations of their Linguistically Diverse 
Identities  

• Video: Mijn talen en ik (From the Validiv-project) 
Experiences of the 
schools 

Photos, videos and other products of the pupils after 
implementation, like a summary of an observation. 

 

  



Language portraits task - examples 
 

   

   

 

 By using the language portraits, we look at the way pupils look at their languages. 
Last year’s research of the NHL Stenden primary teacher training students showed 
that children look at a different way at languages than adults do.  

• Every single language is of equal importance for a child as long as they are 
part of the child’s life; children do not look at social status of languages. 

• Languages spoken in the family do have a high emotional value, even if they 
are not spoken at school or other social situations. 



• The concept of languages is different for children. A regional language or an 
accent are seen as language. 

• Pupils at primary schools are willing to learn more languages that their school 
offers them. Solely English is not a satisfying perspective of children. 

• Languages are not seperated from each other; the belong together and are 
therefore often drawn together in the heart, throat and head. 

 

 

  



Language portraits 

Think about the languages/dialects you speak with your family/friends/teachers/neighbours 
and so on. What languages do you like and what languages would you like to speak? What 
colours match these languages? For example, the language for love is read, because love is in 
your hart, the language for coursing is black and is in your arm. Draw the puppet underneath 
in a way it will have all your languages. Write in the inscription aside of the puppet what 
colour matches what language. In the ‘explanation’ section you can explain more about your 
languages and colours. 
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