
Languages on TV

Category Choices
Title Languages on TV - Talen op televisie - Talen op tillefyzje

Objective With this activity, pupils learn about (foreign) languages, minority and majority languages 
in a playful way

Target group First grades of secondary education
Subject Language subjects
Duration 10 minutes in class, 45 minutes at home (homework assignment)
Link to curriculum Knowledge about mutlilingualism in general
Languages English, Dutch, Frisian and other languages

Link to FREPA Awareness of own languages and languages in the environment 
Knowledge about languages in Fryslân, Europe and the world

Skills Listening, writing
Theoretical support Language awareness

Activity description

Step 1: 
The teacher asks questions as an introduction, for example: “How many languages 
do you think are spoken on Dutch tv on one day?” and “How do you make sure that 
television shows are accessible to everyone?”
Then the teacher explains the assignment. 

Step 2: 
The pupil plays the TV game at home. 

The TV Game:
•  Start on a random channel.
•  As soon as you hear a language that is not Dutch, you skip to the next channel. This 

can already happen with just 1 word in a different language. 
•  Play this game for 15 minutes. Write down:
 - at which channel you are at the end
 - which languages you came across
 - how often these languages were used
If you do not know which language it is that you’re hearing, write down: “other” . 

Step 3:
The pupil now has two lists. One contains the amount of channels he has watched, the 
other contains the languages he came across. The language he came across the most is 
number 1. 



Category Choices

Activity description 

Step 4: 
The pupil writes down a short hypothesis including the answers of the following 
questions:
- What is majority language?
- What is a minority language?
- What is an example of an majority language?
- What is an example of an minority language?
- Why is it that your number 1 language is the most frequent language of your list?

The pupil hands in the lists and answers to their teacher.

Materials • Television with remote control
• Pen and paper
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