
Nature in the Alde Feanen

Category Choices
Title Nature in the Alde Feanen - Natuur in de Alde Feanen - Natuer yn de Alde Feanen

Objective With this activity, the pupils get to know an ecosystem in their own province by means 
of a guessing game. They learn biological notions and expand their Frisian vocabulary.

Target group First grades of secondary school

Subject Frisian
Biology

Duration One lesson
Link to curriculum Connected to theme: nature/ecosystems
Languages Frisian

Link to FREPA Awareness of own languages   and the languages   in the area. 
Knowledge about languages   in Fryslân

Skills Listening, reading, speaking
Theoretical support CLIL, translanguaging

Activity description

1. Introduction (5 min)
Naming lesson goals, introducing theme.
The teacher shows the folder (can be found under “Materials”) to the class (on a 
digiboard is the most ideal) and asks the pupils whether they have ever been to the Alde 
Feanen, or to another (Frisian) forest / park. The teacher can then ask the class if they 
prefer to go hiking, cycling or canoeing.
In principle, this is a CLIL lesson, so the language of the lesson can be in Frisian, but the 
teacher can also choose to only use certain terms in Frisian.

2. Core
Spontaneous exploration (5 min)
The teacher has brought various leaflets from Alde Feanen, which show different routes: 
the walking route, the bicycle route and the canoe route. You will encounter different 
vegetation and animals on each route. The pupils can talk to each other about the 
information and the flora and fauna that is offered in this phase.
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Explain about the ecosystem (10 min)
The teacher briefly discusses the pupils’ findings, whereby the teacher immediately 
mentions the link with an ecosystem: a system with living organisms that interact with 
each other and with their environment. The Alde Feanen is therefore an ecosystem. 
Certain factors also influence this, such as animals. These are living organisms or biotic 
factors. However, there are also things like temperature, weather and water that are 
important in an ecosystem: these are non-living factors and therefore the abiotic factors. 
So biotic is under the influence of living organisms and abiotic means non-living.
In an ecosystem, everything depends on each other; we can see this clearly in food 
chains. When that chain is broken by insufficient food, the balance (balance) is disrupted 
(disturbed), causing problems. An example of a food chain is the following: plants are the 
first step in a food chain: they are eaten by herbivores, such as a caterpillar. It is eaten 
again by a carnivore, in this case a bluetit. It is eventually eaten by a bigger carnivore: in 
an ecosystem like the Alde Feanen it is often a bird of prey.

The assignment (20 min)
The teacher divides the class into groups of two. Each duo receives two folders (of their 
choice), so they receive a walking, cycling or canoe folder and both pupils in the duo 
will now follow the route in his / her folder themselves. For this route they will look 
for 5 words that have to do with the ecosystem of the Alde Feanen, these can be plant 
names, animal names or soil types. They then must translate the words that the pupils 
look up into Frisian and for these words, the pupils also search for images on google.
After both pupils in the duo have done this, they let each other guess which word 
belongs to which picture. If some groups finish earlier, they can have another duo guess 
their pictures and words (and vice versa).

3. Closing the lesson (10 min)
The teacher asks several questions to the different groups that have been working on 
the routes. The teacher allows them to work together by discussing the questions in the 
groups. Here they get some time. We then classically discuss the findings of the pupils 
and the importance of an ecosystem.

Materials
•  Hiking brochure
•  Bicycle brochure
•  Canoe brochure

Nature in the Alde Feanen

https://www.itfryskegea.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Wandelfolder-Alde-Feanen.pdf
https://www.itfryskegea.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Fietsfolder-AldeFeanen.pdf
https://www.itfryskegea.nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/kanofolder-alde-feanen.pdf

